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Study and Analysis on the Thai - Chinese Identity through Creativity.
A case study of Chinese lantern in Chinese New Year
"Ayutthaya Maha Mongkol".

Oraphim Suksuwan and Wisit Phienkanka
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Abstract

Chinese New Year festival “Ayutthaya Maha Mongkol” is a Traditional festival in Phra nakhon Si Ayutthaya
Province. This festival has been annually celebrated for the 12" times already this year during 17-22 February
2018.There are various activities in the festival such as Chinese art show, Chinese cerebrating parade, Miss Chinese
and Chinese Child contest. Especially, Chinese lantern contest. The aim of the festival is to inherit culture as well as

stimulate on the economic flows and now it is held in the tourist calendar of the tourism organization already.

The most interesting cultural activity happening during this festival is the Chinese lantern decoration which
represents as the identity of Chinese culture. Thai-Chinese people decorate lantern in many occasions on both
happiness and sadness. Lantern is also the symbolic icon of the festival. Chinese New Year is a great moment when
we find a large amount of Chinese lantern decoration applied. From the past, Thai-Chinese people was the base and
key mechanism to drive economic flow in Thailand. We cannot separate Chinses people out of Thai since the
relationship between the two nations has been flourishing for long. The cultural and demographical mixing creates
the term “Thai-Chinese people” who is inherited traditional manners. They synchronize their cultures with Thai life
and environment. Hence, Chinese culture gradually becomes parts of the Thai Culture, and this unique Thai — Chinese

culture become the identity of Chinese people in Thailand.

The aim of this article is to study and analyze on the Thai-Chinese identity as the cultural blending. The study
begins with physical form of traditional Chinese lantem, their development through the time and Chinese identity
which still exists. Apart from that, this article will also study on Thai identity in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province,
the evolution on cultural harmonization between Thai and Chinese Cultures into Thai Cultural Context. The analysis

result from this article could be useful to the further Art and Design Development.

Keyword: Identity, Thai-Chinese people, Chinese lantern
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